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WEST AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE — ABC COVERAGE 

Statement 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [9.47 pm]: I want to share my concern with an article that I read in 
The West Australian last Friday, 5 August, which suggested that the ABC in Western Australia may not continue 
its coverage of West Australian Football League matches into the future. The article states, in part — 

Sports Minister Terry Waldron has urged the ABC to retain its live television coverage of WAFL 
matches amid fears the loss of its Statewide TV exposure could cause critical damage to the league.  

Live coverage of the State league has been put at risk after 25 seasons by program cuts at the ABC.  

The article goes on to refer to the number of ABC production staff in Western Australia being sharply reduced, 
and that this coverage may discontinue as a consequence.  

I recently shared with the house my reflections on the importance of the West Australian Football League to our 
society. I will not repeat that this evening. However, I think that the ABC’s coverage of WAFL games, which 
has been in place for 25 years, is extremely important. I fully agree with the minister, Mr Terry Waldron, urging 
the ABC to continue to maintain the live coverage. It is particularly important that the many people in Western 
Australia who live outside metropolitan Perth and who keenly follow the West Australian Football League have 
the opportunity to see at least one match each Saturday afternoon via the ABC.  

Hon Ken Travers: It could drop some Claremont games and put on more East Perth games!  

Hon ED DERMER: It is no less important for people who follow the West Australian Football League very 
closely in the metropolitan area when occasionally there are matches in regional centres. I remember last year 
driving to Wagin where I enjoyed watching Claremont beat South Fremantle. But when it came to going to 
Broome a couple of years before, that was a bit out of my reach. I really appreciated the ABC’s coverage of, I 
think, the Claremont–Swan Districts match held in Broome at that time. Occasionally, as a metropolitan follower 
of the West Australian Football League, the matches in regional areas were out of reasonable distance, so I 
understood how important it was to be able to watch the matches on ABC TV. That importance would apply to 
non-metropolitan followers of the West Australian Football League every weekend. Keeping those supporters in 
touch with the sport that means so much to them makes the ABC coverage extremely important to them.  

I think the ABC coverage is of a very high quality. I know from watching it from time to time that it has 
excellent features at the half-time stage of matches. It recently featured umpires and another time the role and 
good work of the ladies’ committee of the Claremont Football Club. At other times it has shown close, personal, 
in-depth interviews with coaches. Steve Malaxos, the East Fremantle Football Club coach, comes to mind. It is a 
top quality program and it is very important to many people. I simply wanted to make the point that I hope the 
ABC finds the resources for and understands the extremely high priority of the continued coverage of the WAFL 
games via its television coverage each weekend. Thank you, Mr President.  

The PRESIDENT: I have had a look at past contributions to members’ statements to try to work out some sort 
of fair system. I have this order of members who stood up: Hon Ed Dermer, Hon Michael Mischin, Hon Robin 
Chapple, Hon Wendy Duncan, Hon Philip Gardiner and Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. One member has withdrawn, so 
there may be time for everyone.  
 


